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The Rev. Dr. Janet Waggoner 
St. John | San Juan Episcopal Church, Olympia, Washington 
Sunday, June 8, 2025 
Feast of Pentecost – Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:25-35,37; Luke 24:44-53 
 
I speak to you in the name of our loving, liberating, life-giving God. AMEN. 
 
I stepped onto the hotel elevator and punched the button for my floor, heading to my room 
for the evening after a long day at a church conference. A young man in his mid-twenties, 
brown hair – short on the sides, long on top, jeans, hoodie, was already on the elevator. As 
the elevator doors closed, he nodded in greeting and then in the direction of my collar, “You 
a . . . ??” He waited for me to fill in the blank. “A priest. Yeah,” I replied. He said, “I don’t 
believe in God.” I said, “Tell me about the God you don’t believe in. It’s a pretty good bet that 
I don’t believe in THAT God either. There are lots of versions of God not worth believing in.” 
His eyebrows shot up; we made eye contact again. Then the elevator leveled with a little 
hop at his floor, and as the doors opened, he said, “Hm. See you around.” And he stepped 
into the hall and the elevator doors closed behind him. 
 
What kind of God do you believe in? 
 
I appreciate the wisdom of the 12 steps . . . after Step 1 – Admitting that we are powerless, 
that our lives have become unmanageable, come not ONE, but TWO steps related to God.  
 
STEP 2 – Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity. 
 
STEP 3 – Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over the care of God, as we 
understand God. 
 
It’s important not to rush. This is a serious endeavor. Our lives are at stake. 
 
What kind of God do you believe in? 
 
Classic Christian theology sums up the key attributes of by saying that God is omnipotent, 
omnibenevolent, omniscient and omnipresent. In other words, that God is all powerful, all 
loving, all knowing, and present everywhere. 
 
But it seems to me that this definition lacks a key element: it is silent regarding what God’s 
intent is toward humankind, toward ME, toward us. Let’s be honest: What difference does it 
make that God is all powerful and present everywhere if God doesn’t use God’s power to 
help us? 
 
People who don’t believe in God often use a verse from today’s Gospel lesson as 
supporting evidence for their unbelief: “If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
“Just think,” they argue, “about how many things you’ve asked God for – things that were 
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good, things you really needed - that didn’t happen. Now tell me again, why do you believe 
in God?” 
 
“If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” If it sounds like Jesus is setting himself 
up to become a cosmic vending machine, we need to step back and set this verse in 
context. Jesus is talking to his disciples, those with whom he has the deepest relationships. 
And what Jesus is challenging them to do is to demonstrate their trust in him by asking for 
things, a natural thing to do in relationships where there is love, where there is trust.  
 
“If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” But it’s actually an odd thing for Jesus to 
say NOW, at this point in his ministry, days before his death, his exit. How is Jesus going to 
keep this promise? Then Jesus explains how his ongoing relationship with his disciples will 
work after he’s gone: out of love for Jesus, the disciples are to keep the commandments 
(love God, love neighbor), and Jesus, out of his love for his disciples, will ask God, will 
partner with God, to send the Holy Spirit to be with them. 
 
And not just with them but IN them, increasing the level of intimacy between the disciples 
and God, increasingly allowing our hearts to expand and our eyes to see. Teaching us to 
love as God loves. 
 
In answering the disciples’ prayers, though, Jesus reminds them that he has not ever – and 
will not now – “give as the world gives,” tit for tat, this for that, without regard for the 
deepest good, the long view. He will give as a parent gives – the best gifts possible in the 
moment, within the limits that exist, keeping in mind knowledge of us as beloved daughters 
and sons. 
 
Ah, and there we have it: the limits that exist. In making people in God’s own image, God 
gave us free will – and set a limit. God will allow human beings to be co-creators with God. I 
often wonder whether God regrets that choice, since some of the things human beings 
create are so terrible. 
 
But this is the world that is, not as we would have it. Not sometimes, I think, as God would 
have it. But God allows it because it is still filled with God’s goodness and ours. God will 
never abandon us – and God is not finished with us yet.  
 
The question is: are we finished with God? There is some suffering in this world over which 
we have no control. But sometimes we use that suffering as an excuse not to deal with the 
suffering we CAN do something about: the suffering caused by our weakness, our pride, 
our stinking thinking.  
 
Step 1 of the 12 steps is to Admit our powerlessness, that our lives have become 
unmanageable.  
 
Step 2 is coming to believe that a Power greater than ourselves can restore us to sanity.  
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Those of us who have been raised within the Christian tradition may never have really done 
the hard work of “coming to believe.” We may take the existence of God for granted. 
 
For us, the hard work of this step is seeing God for who God is, not who we thought God 
was or who we try to make God into for our own benefit. 
 
Make no mistake, God is a great God, an everlasting God, God beyond what we can ask or 
imagine, great enough to challenge and change us, to restore us to sanity. 
 
This week, I invite you to meditate on this reality: our all-loving, all-liberating, all life-giving 
God is a wild God. A good shepherd loving enough to seek and save us. A strong rock in 
whom we can put our trust. A God brave enough to put God’s Spirit IN us, at the risk of 
God’s own reputation. A God whose love is strong enough to overcome death again and 
again and again with life, life, life. AMEN. 
 


