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Holy One, may my words be your words and may we have ears to hear. Amen.

This morning we continue our journey through the Twelve Steps. Since last week’s sermon was so
packed with information, let’s take a moment to review so we are continuing down the same road.

Remember, Janet took a few moments to review the first three steps to set down our basic
foundation: we are powerless over our emotions; there is a power greater than ourselves that can
restore us to sanity; and we made the decision to turn our lives over to the care of God, as we
understood him. Then, we were asked to step into action. Our assignment was to make a
searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves. We didn’t need to make it complicated,
but simply to get out a piece of paper and a writing instrument and begin making our list.
Personally, | decided to break my list into 10-year periods beginning at age 20. One would think
that would be simple enough. Right? Actually, | don’t know about you, but it hasn’t been as easy as
I thought, however, | am getting there. How about the rest of you? Are you making any progress? If
not, that’s okay.

Today, we approach Step 5 of the Twelve Steps. Step 5 is admitting to God, to ourselves and to
another human being the exact nature of our wrongs. The deeper we engage with the steps, the
more humility it requires, and we require of ourselves. Step 5is a test of humility. Are we really and
truly humble, or do we just think we are? Have we truly begun to rely on God more and more as we
move throughout our daily lives? Are we fully trusting of the outcome of our open and honest
sharing? 1 don’t know about you, but | find this a bit frightful. So far, we have shared with ourselves
and with God the scope and exact nature of our wrongs. Now it is time to share this information
with a human being. Someone we are willing to put a great deal of trustin. How can we be sure this
person will receive the information well? How can we be sure they won’t laugh at or ridicule us?

If we have admitted to God and to ourselves the exact nature of our wrongs, God will guide us to the
right human being and by God’s grace we are able to openly share the exact nature of our wrongs.
This is the trust we gain with our growing relationship with God and others. Once this happens, the
“horror” value or shame value of our past wrongs and present character defects seem to diminish
at an amazing rate. We find ourselves much more willing to own up to our shortcomings, in short,
we stop hiding.

Reflecting on Step 5 alongside the Gospel this past week, | began to wonder about the characters
and the journey each of them was on. As the story begins, the lawyer says to Jesus, “Teacher, what
must | do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus responds, “Itis written in the law. What do you read there?”
He responds, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your strength and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And Jesus says, “You have
given the right answer.” However, the lawyer wasn’t satisfied so to test Jesus he asked, “Who is my
neighbor?”



We know then that Jesus went on to tell the lawyer a parable. One that | would say is familiar to
most of us, if not all of us — the story of the Good Samaritan. Since a good Samaritan is commonly
recognized as one who comes to the aid of another, | asked myself this question: “is this really
what Jesus was getting at — trying to make us feel guilty when we ignore a homeless person or
another personwhoisin need. No, | believe this parable goes way beyond that. | believe this
parable lays down a much bigger challenge and an even bigger offering of the Gospel good news.
This is a story of people on a journey, not just a journey from womb to tomb, but from birth to
rebirth, from partial life to abundant life. As we begin to heal and regain our life, this is what is
happening. Let’s review the story briefly again.

So, you have the story of the lawyer who questions Jesus about eternal life. The lawyer gives the
right answer, but then tests Jesus again about “who is my neighbor?” Then we get another journey
story about the Priest and Levite who pass by the traveler who has been robbed, brutally beaten
and has been left in the ditch for dead. These men knew the law and if they were to touch someone
dead, they would make themselves ritually unclean. Both men continued quickly to the other side
of the road for this reason. Along comes the Samaritan and does not pass by. He is moved by
compassion and seeing that the man is alive, he cleanses the wounds, puts him on his donkey and
takes himto aninn. He leaves the man with the innkeeper and promises to return to resolve
whatever is owed.

In 2018 when | was in the Holy Land, | heard this compelling real life story as told by two men, a
Palestinian and an Israeli, whose daughters had both been killed, one by a rubber bullet and the
other from a suicide bomber. When the men, Bassam and Rami, learned about each other’s
stories, they recognized the loss that connected them. As a result the two men who were enemies
forged a lasting friendship. Bassam and Rami continue to this day as friends and to use their grief
as aweapon for peace. These men have used their journey of God’s compassion and are living
eternal life.

Our story this morningis a scriptural GPS. Itis routing us in the only direction God desires — the way
of love and compassion for others. Itis more than a parable about helpful strangers. Itis about the
transforming power of God at work in those who travel the dangerous roads in the world. Justas
this story has been a scriptural GPS so are we following the Twelve Steps as a GPS. We have been
traveling on this road the past few weeks, listening and learning about how God is there for us both
in the Twelve Steps and through scripture if we will just turn our trust and faith to God. While we
will finish the steps in a few more weeks, it doesn’t stop there. We will continue to travel these
steps repeatedly, for God is always with us and guiding us through it all if we are willing to put our
full TRUST and FAITH in him. AMEN



