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Year C - Feast of Transfiguration — 2 Peter 1:13-21; Psalm 99; Luke 9:28-36

Step 9 — Make direct amends to such people whenever possible except when to do so would injure
them or others.

| speak to you in the name of our loving, liberating, life-giving God. Amen.

In Step 8, we made a list of people we have harmed and became willing to make amends to them
all. In Step 9, the rubber meets the road. In Step 9, we actually make amends. We mend the tear we
made in the fabric of our relationships, in the fabric of creation.

That may sound dramatic, but we were created in live in union with God and with each other. Like
threads in a woven cloth, if a single thread is broken, there is a hole in the cloth. You may not even
be able to see it at first but, left unmended over time, the hole at the place where the single thread
broke gets bigger and bigger.

Holes in the fabric of creation, in the fabric of the human heart, can be mended. But just as it takes
time and intention to mend fabric, so it takes time and intention to mend the wrongs we have done.

There are no short-cuts here, no one-size-fits-all solutions. If we rely on God, God will help us find
the best way to go about making amends. Sometimes, it is a note or call or visit with someone, in
which we name the specific wrong we committed, make an apology, and by our action seek to
repair the relationship. Sometimes, it is less direct, a warm greeting or an act of kindness.
Sometimes, itis not possible to make direct amends, either because the person we have harmed
has died or because it causes further harm. When that is the case, it is still important to do
something to mend the tear.

The apostle Peter got a lesson directly from Jesus about relational repair. Peter, the guy who had a
front-row seat for the Transfiguration. Peter, the guy whose testimony in today’s New Testament
lesson is that he was an eyewitness to Jesus’ majesty.

Peter was also the guy who, after Jesus was hauled away to be tortured and executed, denied
association with Jesus three times, as Jesus predicted he would. So when Jesus was resurrected,
Peter was both overjoyed to see Jesus and ashamed. Mightily ashamed. Peter had betrayed his
friend, his Lord. And Jesus knew. And Peter knew that Jesus knew.

The Gospel of John, chapters 20 and 21, tell a number of stories about how and where Jesus
appeared after his resurrection —in the garden, in the locked room where the disciples were hiding
out, again in the house, and on the shore of the Sea of Tiberius. The Scriptures record that Peter was
there at a number of these appearances — and there is no mention of Peter apologizing to Jesus for
his betrayal. There is, however, mention that when Jesus shouts from shore, instructing the fishless
fishermen to put their nets out on the other side of the boat, and the miraculous catch opens their
eyes to see that it is Jesus standing there, Peter puts on his outer garment and jumps into the sea.



What kind of person puts ON clothes to go swimming? The kind of person who has something to
hide. Just as Adam and Eve made loincloths of fig-leaves to cover themselves in their shame, Peter
put on clothes to cover himself in his shame.

And still, when Peter splashes ashore and has some quiet moments on the beach with Jesus, when
itis just the two of them, before the others come ashore with the fish, Peter cannot choke out the
words, “I’m sorry.” So, finally, after breakfast, Jesus leads Peter into the conversation, “Simon, son
of John, do you love me more than these?” and Peter says, “Yes, Lord, you know that | love you.” And
Jesus asks Peter again, “ Simon, son of John, do you love me?” And Peter says, “Yes, Lord, you know
that | love you.” And Jesus asks Peter a third time, “Simon, son of John, you love me?” And Peter is
hurt because Jesus asks him the third time . . . because he knows that Jesus knows he betrayed him
...and that Jesus loves him and forgives him. Sometimes, someone else’s forgiveness is just about
more than we can bear. And at last Peter replies, “Yes, Lord, you know that | love you.”

But that is not the end of the story. Because Peter needs to make amends. And Jesus tells him how .
.. hot by doing something for Jesus, but by doing something for others . .. “Feed my lambs. . . . Take
care of my sheep ... Feed my sheep.”

That is where the journey of making amends takes us, my friends, beyond ourselves, beyond our
past, into the future. Into a future that is shaped by the mistakes of the past and is filled with
precious possibility rising with resurrection power out of those mistakes, because of those
mistakes. Yes, that’s right, BECAUSE of them.

Peter never forgot his betrayals of Jesus — which happened not only at the crucifixion but also at a
number of other times, including the Transfiguration, when Peter suggests building three dwellings,
as if to house three prophets of equal stature. Oops! But death is conquered IN Peter, and Peter is
set free over and over and over again, as Jesus’ love overflows through Peter into others, as he
shares the Good News and heals and serves.

If you’re weighed down by guilt and shame, now is the time to make amends. Just do it! Because
whether you’re 9 or 90, this congregation, this community, and this world need you to be free to
share Good news and heal and serve. Right now. Right now. Right now.

Right now, our brother Fernando Rangel-Saucedo continues to be held at the ICE detention center
in Tacoma. A few days ago, Steffani Powell, Fernando’s attorney, reported that, for the second time,
ICE has moved to deport Fernando without due process. They justissue blanket deportation orders
to pretty much everyone in the detention center, and anyone without an attorney gets deported.
They tried to deport Fernando in July, and his attorney (the attorney you all are helping to pay for)
filed against the government on his behalf. Now they are trying again now to deport Fernando; his
next hearing date is August 19. And once again, the hearing will be held only on the internet not in
person, denying us our right to physically appear before the judge and to stand with him and his
family.

Well, the powers and principalities of this world are sorely mistaken if they think that denying us the
right to stand before the judge means that we are going to sit down and shut up. Not a chance.



We are already standing. Here at St. John | San Juan, we are already standing. Together, with God’s
help, we will continue to stand.

We are standing with the poor and unhoused in our community. Last week’s green bag collection —
here and in this neighborhood - brought in almost 6 tons of food and nearly $4,000 — altogether
enough to make 12,778 meals.

We are standing with poor children in our community. Through Little Red Schoolhouse, which
started here at St. John | San Juan, we are providing school supplies as kids go back to school.

We are standing with the poor in our world - putting books in the hands of children at El Hogar and
food in the stomachs of children in Palestine.

We are standing with our LGBTQ siblings in advocacy and inclusion, not only at the Pride Festival
and Parade throughout the year in presentations and partnerships.

We are standing with our immigrant siblings as doorkeepers, activists, and rapid responders. And,
on August 23, we will join the Walk for Immigrant Justice, beginning at the doors of this church,
walking down Capitol Way to Temple Beth Hatfiloh, and walking from Temple Beth Hatfiloh to
Percival Landing, where Father Jaime and | will be among the members of the clergy who address
the crowd.

My friends, we are standing now — and we will continue to stand — not in our own strength, but in the

Glory —the fiery ferocity — of God’s love. At the beginning of this service, we prayed that we would be
delivered from the disquietude of this world. The way we get delivered — the way we stop the noise —
is to do the work we need to do, to make amends, so that, free from our guilt and shame, we know in
our bones the love and peace and power of God. So that we are free to stand in that love right here,

right now, and tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow. Amen.



